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Mrs. Benjamin Woolsey, Jr. (Ann Muirson of Setauket) From a

miniature on ivory by her son-in-law, William Dunlap. See Long
Islanders At Yale, Page 29.
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Vanderbill Steam Yacht

Shortly after the turn of the

century the late W. K. Vander-
bilt of Oakdale purchased a steam
yacht for his wife. He kept it in

Great River, but Mrs. Vanderbilt

did not like the smoke and cind-

ers that belched from the smoke-
stack, so it was decided to sell the

yacht in New York City.

One fine day the crew got the

yacht under way for New York,
but half way to the city a strong

south west wind blew up and the

boat was not making much head-
way against the head wind. The
captain called on the engineer for

more steam. The latter stoked up
the boiler to capacity and then
threw in oil soaked rags.

One of the crew went to the en-

gine room and noticed that steam
was seeping out of the rivets on
the boiler. He told the other crew
members of this and they took
fright that the boiler would blow
up. Several of them got into the

life boat which was towing astern

and slacked out a long cable. In

this manner they finished the

trip to the city without further

incident.
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Tke leaders Fiorum
Gruesome Turtle Tale

Enjoyed Julian Smith's writing

about Long Island Snapping Tur-

tles (Aug. 1964). My father in the

early 1900s worked for the Nas-
sau-Suffolk Gas Company. He
drove old *'Bess", hitched to a

wagon full of tools, going from
home to home pipe fitting the first

gas lines used. Many times I

would ride on the wagon with
him.

How well I remember on one
occasion we were passing the

Milburn Pond (Freeport) on Mer-
rick road side when we saw a

huge snapping turtle crossing the

road in back of the old Milburn
Hotel. My grandmother's sisters

were barmaids there in the early

days!

Father caught the big turtle

and took much precaution to avoid

his strong jaws. At home, need-

less to say, we enjoyed snapping

turtle soup - white, tender, suc-

culent meat, cooked rice, with

celery seed and onion. But my
story has a strange ending. Father

threw the turtle's head into the

chicken yard. A great commotion
soon followed. An inquisitive red

hen was running frantically ab-

out. The turtle's head still with

its reflexes, had fastened itself to

her head.

Mrs. Mildred E. Tucker
Camp Verde, Ariz..

That Cover Picture

I am sure the photograph of the

ship ashore on the front page of

December 1964 issue of the

FORUM was not taken in July

1916. There appears to be a horse

and sleigh in the foreground and
the people seem to be dressed in

winter clothing.

Ralph W. Latham
Mineola

The CLAN GAILBRAITH came
ashore in fog and the cover pic-

ture of December certainly bears

it out. The original print, under
the magnifying glass, clearly

shows the ship's name as well as

the wheels that make the "sleigh"

a wagon.

The Rev. Peter John

I could not help but notice that

Hilda Turner, in her article con-

cerning George Whitefield and
the Indians (Jan. '65), has assign-

ed the Cuffee Surname to Rev.

Peter John. I have noticed this in

other modern writings and I

question its accuracy. Our older

references refer to Paul Cuffee's

grandfather as Rev. Peter John.

Assigning the Cuffee surname to

him is an assumption, probably
inaccurate, in that Peter John was
Paul Cuffee's maternal grandfath-

er.

I am interested in the story of

Paul Cuffee because he played an
important role in early Congre-
gational church history on Long
Island and was one of the found-

ers of the oldest Congregational

ecclesiastical organization in the

state of New York.

The derivation of the Cuffee

name appears to be buried in ob-

scurity. (Incidentally, he spelled

it Cuffe in 1809). As Historian for

the Suffolk County Congregation-

al Churches, I welcome informa-

tion concerning Rev. Paul Cuffee,

either before or after his ordi-

nation by the Strict Congrega-
tional Convention of Connecticut.

There may be a clue to the origin

of the Cuffee name in the records

of the Canterbury (Connecticut)

Separate Church, but this is only

speculation and I would hesitate

to publish it without confirmation.

Inaccurate historical data, like

the proverbial bad pennies, once

it goes into print, has a way of

coming back to haunt us and
future generations.

Jere C. Austin

Patchogue

Would Honor Cecum
I read Hilda Turner's article

(Jan.) with considerable interest.

The contributions of Samson
Occum to both his own Indian

culture and to that of our colonial

forbears leave a debt of recog-

nition in his behalf.

A few points of additional in-

formation regarding Occum are

on record in old copies of the Sag
Harbor Corrector, The founding
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of the first kindergarten in North

America (at Montauk) was at-

tributed to Occum. It was said

that he devised the wooden al-

phabet blocks now so familiar to

every child.

Occum harmonized several

hymn tunes (presently in the

collection at the Dartmouth li-

brary) the melodies of which in-

spired the composer Edward Mac
Dowall to write "In An Indian

Lodge".

In light of the many and signi-

ficant contributions Occum made
to American Education would it

not be fitting for one of our many
L. I. colleges to initiate a mem-
orial endowment for historical

research in honor of this great

educator?

Dennis Starin

Sag Harbor

She Saw It Too!

Lately there have been many
items about the bark that ground-

ed at Flying Point. My summer
home is at Cold Spring Harbor,

and when the bark came ashore

I went over to see it. The enclosed

article that came out in the paper

about it adds a little history that

I think might be interesting.

Christina W. Boardman
New York

The steel Bark CLAN GAL-
BRAITH, pictured ashore on cov-

er of December 1964 issue, had
Norwegian flags painted on her

sides, according to Mrs. Board-

man's newspaper clipping, to

warn German submarines that

she was neutral. "Captain A. E.

Olsen commanding. Four-masted

bark of 2168 tons burden, built

at Glasgow in 1894 by Russell &
Co. for Calcutta trade. She is 282

feet 9 inches long, 40 feel 4 inches

beam and 24 feet 6 inches depth

of hold." The account goes on to

Interntational Motor Trucks

World's Most Complete Line

BURNS TRUCK

SERVICE CORP.

836 Merrick Rd Copiague

..«^ 516 MY 1-8000

Parts — Sales — Service

say, "The crew at no time was in

any danger. The Bark was in bal-

last prior to getting a cargo of oil

for England. The Bark was later

towed off and put into service

again.''

Telephone Memories

The **Do You Remember^' Col-

umn of the News-Review (River-

head) under items from 60 years

ago confirms my personal exper-

ience noted in the Telephone
Memories article that you pub-
lished in your September issue.

The item reads: "One of the most
unique events in the history of

Orient occurred on Sunday, when
the Rev. Dr, Gray, pastor of the

Congregational Church, preached
to his congregation over the local

branch of the New York and New
Jersey telephone. Over 30 famil-

ies were on the wire, and Dr.

Gray told a reporter that he
preached to over 90 people. There
was no singing by the congrega-

tion, but R. W. Tuthill, who lives

over three miles from the parson-

age, played hymns on the phono-
graph. The Bible class was also

taught over the phone, the lesson

lasting about 15 minutes, during
which time many ideas were ex-

changed."

Arch N. Young
Southold

Property on Long Island is be-

coming increasingly sought after

by almost everybody, it seems.

If you are interested why not

consult the real estate broker?

advertising in the Forum?

AMITY AUTO SALES
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Long Islanders at yale^
Part 1

EVER SINCE the founding
days of Yale College there
have been many interesting
and notable connections be-
tween that institution and
Long Island. Indeed, the first

President or Rector of Yale
was Reverend Abraham Pier-
son, Jr., who is thought to
have been born in Southamp-
ton.

Pierson was the second son
and third child of the Rever-
end Abraham Pierson, a 1632
graduate of Trinity College,

Cambridge University. The
elder Pierson's name is an
honored one in Southampton
annals ; Halsey's history
(New York, 1940) describes
him as a man of "strong faith

and leadership*', quotes Gov-
ernor Winthrop's tribute, **a

godly, learned man," and
credited him with being of
inestimable help to the new
settlement in its effort to sur-
vive its first winter. For an
account of his work with a
catechism for the Indians, see

Dr. John C. Huden's article in

Long Islayid Forum for Jan-
uary, 1955.

Reverend Pierson remain-
ed in Southampton from 1640
to 1647, and it was during
this time that his son Abra-
ham was born. Thereafter the
family moved to Branford,
Connecticut, thence to New-
ark, New Jersey, and the
founding of another church
in a new place.

The younger Pierson grad-
uated from Harvard in 1668,
and became minister in New-
ark, and later in Greenwich
and Killingworth, both in

Connecticut. By 1701 he was
one of the leaders of the cler-

gy in that colony, and so well-

respected that he was named
as one of the Trustees of the

^^Collegiate School" in its

charter, October 9, 1701. On
the lltli of the month follow^-

ing, the Trustees elected him
as Rector, and he accepted,

stating that he **durst not re-

Chester G. Osborne

fuse such a service for God
and his generation ..."
and was given a grant of £20
from the first yearly subsidy
His first responsibility was to

instruct Yale's first student,
Jacob Heminway.

Reverend Pierson died
after a short illness on the
5th of March, 1707, at the age
of 61. His term of office as
Yale's first president was a
short one, but according to
Dexter's authoritative **Bio-

graphical Sketches of the
Graduates of Yale College",
the few ^'testimonials pre-
served to us . . . give emphat-
ically the impression that the
Rector was energetic and ef-

ficient ..."

For many Long Island boys,
Yale College in New Haven
was to become a magnet, a
desirable place to attend. For
one thing, it was a good col-

lege from its very beginning,
For another, it was accessi-

ble ; a sail of only a few miles
across the Sound was much
easier than one to New York
or New Jersey, on the ocean
or through the tortuous chan-
nels of Great South Bay, and,
of course, much to be prefer-

red to a ride on horseback

over the primitive roads or
trails to the city.

It was to continue so for
centuries, long after the years
of Pierson and **his genera-
tion", though in 1825 "Point
Billy" Smith of the Manor of
St. George on Long Island
was to advise his son at Yale
that it might be better to take
the long way 'round than to
be careless in the choice of a
vessel. What the boy had pre-
viously done to bring forth
the next remark is not known,
but Point Billy wrote, **you
had better come by Newyork
than cross in a leaky (boat)
particularly too should they
(it) be loaded with others ..."

Perhaps Billy referred to
some recess when his son had
crossed in a leaky boat load-
ed to the gunwales with bois-
terous students.

As Yale was accessible to
Long Island, the reverse was
also true: many Yale grad-
uates or advanced students
came over as ministers, teach-

ers and physicians. Among
the first were Samuel Pome-
roy. Class of 1705, and Dan-
iel Taylor, 1707. Pomeroy,
who married Abigail Strong
of Northampton, Massachu-
setts, served as pastor of the
church in Newtown, Queens

Tangier Smith Museum at Maslic
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County, and united with oth-

ers in organizing the Pres-
bytery of Long Island. Taylor
a native of Connecticut, prea-
ched at the Presbyterian
Church in Nissequag, Smith-
town, from 1713 to 1717,
where he received a grant of

land for his services. His
first wife, Jemima, died in

Smithtown in 1716 and is

buried there.

John Prout (1708) was
born in New Haven, but mar-
ried a Long Islander, Sybil
Howell of Southampton; he

became a prosperous mer-
chant, later a Treasurer of

Yale, and had a son in the

class of 1732.

In the Class of 1709 there
were nine students, and three

of them were Long Islanders

:

Jeremiah Miller, Richard
Sackett, and Benjamin Wool-
sey. Miller came from East
Hampton, studied medicine,

and later taught school in

New London ; he was also in

the General Assembly and the
naval officer of the port. He
married Mary Saltonstall,
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daughter of Gordon Salton-

stall, Governor of Connecti-
cut.

Sackett was the son of

Captain Joseph Sackett of

Newtown and became a min-
ister in New Jersey and Con-
necticut; he married Eliza-

beth Kirtland of Saybrook.
Woolsey was the son of

Captain George and Hannah
Woolsey of Jamaica. He mar-
ried Abigail Taylor of Oyster
Bay, and served as minister
in Southold from 1720 to 1736,
as well as in other places. His
son Benjamin became a Yale
graduate in 1744, he married
first, Esther Isaacs of Nor-
walk, Connecticut, and one of
the daughters by this mar-
riage was to become the wife
of Timothy Dwight, a Presi-

dent of Yale. Benjamin Wool-
sey then married Anne, dau-
ghter of Dr. George and Anne
(Smith) Muirson of Setauket
and had seven children; one
of these children was to be
the father of another Yale
President, Theodore D. Wool-
sey.

From Dexter, to whom we
are indebted for much of this

information, we also learn
that Benjamin Woolsey, the
one in the Class of 1744, died

at his estate *'Dosoris'' in

1771, in his 49th year. **By

his will he directed that his

landed estate should be sold

;

the proceeds were subsequent-
ly invested in loans, which
were paid in the depreciated
currency of the Revolution,
and this so impoverished the
family that none of the sons
could be sent to College."

(to be continued)

Longtime Fire Islander

I came upon your magazine
quite by accident and have been
busily reading back issues from
the past four years.

The articles about Fire Island

were of great interest to me as

my family have been summer
residents there for over 200 years.

Julian Smith's articles about Fire

Island Pines also intrigues me as

our present summer home is only

about 200 feet from Miss Strang's

where he visits.

Mrs. Arthur Cambern
Sayville
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'TDiary

of a

Qirl

Louis H, Schneider

ANNA PEARSALL WILL-
ETS was born on Wednesday,
November 6, 1850, in the fam-
ily homestead which stood for
more than two centuries on
the north side of Northern
Boulevard at 195th Street in

the Auburndale section of
Flushing, a few hundred feet

west of Bayside. She was a
representative of one of the
oldest and most highly es-

teemed families on Long Is-

land who came from Suffolk
County, England, about 1660.
The family name, origi-

nally Willett, has undergone
various changes in spelling
since the seventeenth century
to Willet and Willetts and fin-

ally to Willets. Thomas Willett
became the first mayor of

New York City in 1665, short-

ly after the English defeated
Dutch governor Peter Stuy-
vesant. Twenty years later

the name of Thomas Willet
appears as a patentee of the
town of Flushing in Governor
Dongan's patent confirmation
of March 24, 1685. Thomas
Willet, from 1677 to 1730,
was a member of the Council
from Queens County and ser-

ved in the General Assembly

Anna Willets in 1886
Photo Courtesy of Melenda Beecroft

of the Province of New York
and was judge of the Common
Pleas Court at Jamaica.

Anna Willets was the eldest

of five children that compris-
ed the family of Thomas S.

Willets and Rebecca Fox
Leggett. Her father, a pros-
perous farmer, was trustee,

assessor and supervisor of
the Town of Flushing at vari-
ous times, as well as director
and treasurer of the Flushing
Turnpike Road and Bridge
Company. Miss Willets was
named after her paternal
grandmother, Ann Pearsall,

wife of Seaman Willets, who
lies buried in the Flushing
Quaker Meeting House Ceme-
tery. Her tombstone bears
this brief inscription:

ANN PEARSALL WILLETS
1851

The name of Anna Willets
lives today in the historic

diary she wrote between Jan-
uary 1, 1865 and September
30, 1871. This voluminous
journal contains more than
65,000 words and 212 pages
**8 X 12" in size. She commenc-
ed the diary shortly after her
fourteenth birthdav while

attending the Friends School
on Crocheron Avenue near
210th Street, Bayside, a short
time before the end of the
Civil War.
The Monday, April 10, 1865

entry reads: **Today we re-

ceived the news (by the paper)
of Lee's surrender. What a
day of rejoicing. Every one
feels happy to think that this
cruel war is so near an end."
Five days later, on Saturday,
she wrote about a national
catastrophe : "This morning
the sad, sad news of Presi-
dent Lincoln's assassination
and the attempted murder of
Secretary Seward reached us.

We were all shocked at the
dreadful tidings." Then, four
days after, on Wednesday:
"No school today as it was set

apart for the funeral of Abra-
ham Lincoln. Everywhere
there seems to be the same
degree of sorrow. Very many
of the houses in and about the
neighborhood are draped in

mourning."
The diary ends Sunday,

June 10, 1866, for a period of
three years, nine months and
sixteen days with, "Father,
Tommie, Henry and I went
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to meeting. We first went
down to Uncle Gilbert Law-
rence's and found him better/'

When Anna Willets resumed
her daily writing, on March
27, 1870, she was nineteen
years old and she had by then
developed a beautiful style of

writing showing maturity.
The resumption of the dia-

ry begins, "Here is my jour-
nal, poor forgotten book taken
up after a lapse of nearly four
years. How many and what
great changes have taken
place in that time. I have left

school and entered upon a
new life which thus far I find

very pleasant. I left school a
year ago the first of March
under very unpleasant cir-

cumstances which were as fol-

lows. The scholars got be-

yond the teacher's control and
that was her reason for leav-

ing the school. I left at the
same time and have never had
any reason to regret this

change."
The diary reveals a great

change in the post-Civil War
era among the Quaker youth
of Bayside and Flushing in

regard to old morals. Prev-
ious to the great war between
the states such simple plea-

sures as singing, dancing and
attending entertainment of
any sort were strictly for-

bidden to Quakers. If any
Quaker insisted upon indulg-
ing in these so-called worldly
pastimes, he was subject to be
"disowned'' and read out of

the meeting house. However,
the Quaker young folks were
in the early 1870's in full re-

bellion against their parents'
austere ways of life.

The winter of 1870-1871
finds the Quaker young peo-

ple indulging at Bayside in an
almost continuous round of

merriment with numerous
masquerade balls, dances,
sociables, tableaux and ama-
teur theatricals, many of

which did not terminate until

the early morning hours and
some in broad daylight.

That all this pleasure seek-

ing among Anna Willets'

Quaker friends and relatives

sometimes appalled her is

evidenced in her diary entry
of Friday, March 31, 1871,
when she wrote: "Cousin
Charlie Wright went over to

the 'Sociable' (Westbury) and
got home in broad daylight.

He did not go to bed at all but
sat in the chair til it was time
to eat his breakfast and go to

the cars. He will feel beauti-

fully today no doubt. Richard
Bell has just gone by so I sup-
pose he is alive and well after

his dissipation."

The summer of 1870 shows
the Bayside Quaker young
folks enjoying themselves
with beach parties, clam-bak-
es, picnics, moonlight sails

and numerous parties of all

kinds that finally were sus-

pended by tragedy which
Miss Willets recorded in this

fashion: "After all this en-

The WiUets Mansion on Northern Boulevard al 19Sth Street in the
Auburndale section of Flushing. It was torn down about 1945.

Photo from L. I. Collection^ Queens Borougrh Library.

joyment we were suddenly
sobered down and paused a
while in the midst of our
pleasures for death laid his

hand upon one of our number
and Louise Haight was snat-

ched from among us. It was
hard to give her up and seems
an impossibility now to real-

ize that she really is dead and
gone from her parents and
from us all. Father, Tommie
and I went up to Chappaqua
with the remains and she was
slowly carried up the hill to

her last resting place by six of
her young friends who have
danced, laughed and chatted
with her many a time little

thinking they would be so
soon called upon to perform
the sad duty. I stayed at Hai-
ght's all that night and how
very sad and silent the house
seemed with no Louise."

The beauty of Anna Willets,

literary style is evinced on
February 15, 1871 with her
recording of a winter day
scene as follows: "Nothing
can exceed the beauty of all

things out of doors this morn-
ing, everything covered with
snow and all as fine and white
as purity itself. Sleighs were
stirring early and plenty were
out all day.*'

The diary is a revelation of
the gracious living and enter-
taining in the grand mansions
of the extremely wealthy
Bayside Quakers whose fore-
bears amassed huge fortunes
in farming, merchandise,
whale oil and toll roads in the
early part of the nineteenth
century. Anna Willets never
lost touch with the less for-
tunate people of her commun-
ity. That she was ever ready
to help them is still remem-
bered today. They were al-

ways in her thoughts, as when
she wrote: ^'Splendid wood
fire this evening and a good
talk while sitting round but
the thought of the suffering

poor could not be dispelled

from my mind and how
thankful ought we to be for
all the blessings bestowed up-
on us. Anna Willets was
truly a Long Island native
and above all else an Ameri-
can Quaker Girl.
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Potato Fields on Soulhold's Former "Commo

I CAN remember when all

that was needed to raise pota-
toes was a plow, harrow,
cultivator and fork. As those
tools were necessary on any
farm, they couldn't rightly be
called potato machinery. So
we might say that all potato
machinery has been developed
in my lifetime. Now, our pota-
to machinery, besides plows,
harrows and cultivators, con-
sists of cutters, planters,
fertilizer machines, rollers,

weeders, sprayers, ridgers,
diggers and sorters. Most of
these are of recent origin. In
1911, our farm boasted an
investment of $907.00 in

machinery of all kinds. Today
the average potato grower
has potato equipment valued
from eight to thirty thousand
dollars. In spite of our small-
er investment, we lived a good
life and saved for our old age.
We also had an independence
that we valued. If we wanted
to raise more or less, we could
do so without any police state
telling what we could or could
not plant.

To compare the old ways of
potato culture with the new,

ril start with the plow and
name the tools in their order
of use. Our first plow was a
two-horse walking plow and
when living in Connecticut I

have plowed with oxen. Some-
time between 1905 and 1910
the sulky plow with two bot-
toms, drawn by three horses,
was introduced in this area.
The operator rode on this new
sulky and that made farming
much easier. From that the
two, three and four bottom
plows drawn by tractors have
come, and the walking plow is

a thing of the past.

Next came the harrow. The
first I remember was an A
harrow. It was a wooden
frame with iron spike teeth.

It was shaped like the letter

A and was from six to eight
feet across the base. They
were not very efficient tools.

Jared Van Wagenen, Jr. once
wrote, 'The cultural effect of
one of those harrows was ab-
out equal, and quite similar,
to that which might be secur-
ed by dragging a good vigor-
ous tom cat by the tail." The
greatest development in the
harrow was having them

Horace J. Wells

made in sections, all of iron,
and in such a way that the
teeth could be adjusted to any
desired angle. The disc har-
row worked on an altogether
different principle and is a
very efficient implement.
At first we had to cut seed

potatoes by hand. That was a
laborious task. Later, mechan-
ical cutters were manufactur-
ed. The first cutter I ever saw
was invented by a former
member of this area, J. T.
Fanning. There were three
places to put potatoes, and
knives were so arranged that
when a plunger was pulled
down it would force the pota-
toes through the knives, and
make four or six pieces. This
cutter didn't inspire much
enthusiasm and was little

used.
The plow was the first plan-

ter, and all that we had in the
latter part of the last century.
The seed was dropped by
hand in every third furrow
so that when the field was
plowed, it was also planted.
My first experience with mec-
hanical planters was in 1905.
I haven't been able to find out
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just when they were first in-

troduced. The planters of

today work on very much the

same principal as the old ones
but have many improvements.
The first fertilizer distri-

butor was the human hand.

The supply of fertilizer was
carried in a half bushel mea-
sure, hung on a strap that

reached over the shoulders.

When potatos were plowed in,

fertilizer was put in the fur-

row with the seed. Then, a

marker was improvised that

marked the field with shallow
furrows and distributed the

fertilizer at the same time.

Then the planter was driven
over the marks, the seed drop-
ped, and seed and fertilizer

both covered at the same time.

Soon afterward the fertilizer

distributor was installed on
the planter, in front of the

seed drop, and the complete
job done at one time. All of

those first planters were one
row machines. Even if mul-
tiple row machines had been
thought of, we couldn't have
used them for lack of power.
The one row machine was a
heavy job for a team.

Cultivators, up to about
1910, were mostly one row
implements drawn by one
horse and guided by a
man who walked behind. A
local man of that time, Terry
Hudson, invented a two horse
cultivator on wheels arranged
so that a man could ride and
steer with his feet. This cul-

tivator straddled the row and
did one row at a time. These
machines were used by the

owners of the farm, as it was
considered immoral to let a
hired man use one. It took
some years to get used to the
idea of paying a man real

ROY E. LOTT, official histor-

ian of the Town of Hunting-

ton, prepared this article

from a speech delivered by
Horace J. Wells at a Grange

program. Mr. Wells, who liv-

ed and farmed on SoundAve-
nue, Riverhead, passed away
recently. Mr. Lott did a fine

job, as usual, but in this case

was especially well qualified

as he lived on a farm in Mel-

ville where all the primitive

methods were used,

money for anything as easy

as riding. Part of cultivating

was weeding. The good old

hoe was the only tool for that
purpose until a weeder with
spring teeth was invented by
D. Y. Hallock. At first they
were small two row affairs

drawn by one horse. Today
we have large tractor weeders
that do eight rows at one
time.

We have mostly always had
to fight bugs and blight, by
spraying. The first sprayer I

ever saw was a whisk broom
dipped into a pail of water,
in which paris green had been
mixed, then flipped at the

potato plants. This killed bugs
in good order, in small gard-
ens. For farm fields, the mix-
ture was put on with sprink-
ling pots. Sometimes one
sprinkler would be used, but
I have seen a man with one
in each hand going across the
field as fast as he could run,

doing two rows at a time. Just
before we married in 1898,

little hand dusters came into

use. These did one row at a
time. Then, a little later, a Y
connection was made so that
dust could be blown on two
rows at the same time. About

1907, larger blowers were
made and put on a two wheel
cart, drawn by a horse. When
it became necessary to spray
for blight, liquid sprayers we-
re developed. Some of those

operated the pump from the

axle, through a chain running
over gears. They have been
developed into the mighty
machines of today.

I think there have been
more kinds and varieties of

diggers than any other potato

machinery. The first was a

hook. Then came the fork.

With a fork, a man could dig

an acre a day and another
man could pick them up. The
yield in those days was not, I

am sure, three hundred bush-
els. After the fork, the plow
was brought into use. In 1898
farmers were beginning to

use a shovel plow. Drawn by
two horses, this plow would
go under the row of potatos

and throw the dirt and pota-

tos both ways. Then a man
could scratch through the

loose soil and find the potatos.

This he did with his bare
hands. From that first shovel

plow, Mr. D. Y. Hallock dev-

eloped the bootleg digger. It

worked on the same principle

but had iron rods attached so

that the dirt would sift throu-

gh and leave some of the pota-

tos on top of the ground.
Quite a lot of hand digging
still had to be done. The same
Mr. Hallock invented an ele-

vator digger. It was a small
machine, compared to our
diggers of today, but it was a
great improvement over the
plow.

After digging, potatos had
to be sorted. A man with a
couple of baskets would kneel
down in front of a pile of

^ Franklin National Baak
OF LONG ISLAND. NEW YORK

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION
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potatos and start sorting. The
No. I's in one basket, the sec-

onds in the other. That was
part of the winter's work.
After sorting, they were bag-
ged and shipped to market.
George E. Luce, a local man,
invented a machine which did

a good job of sorting and sav-

ed time. The machine, how-
ever, had two drawbacks. The
hopper was too high to shovel

into and it wasn't possible to

pick out any poor quality

potatos. Today's sorters are

operated by electricity and
save a lot of labor. I wonder
if most of the present farmers
are too young to appreciate

all the wonderful machinery
they now have.

Isaac Henry Surfman

Isaac Henry must have gotten

a thriU, reading Julian Smith's

"Wildlife Sanctuary at Tobay" in

the January issue. Captain Ike

spent many years as a surfman

at the old Jones Beach Life Sav-

ing Station, up until 1919. Then
he was transferred to Arverne

Coast Guard Station No. 91 with

the rating of Chief Petty Officer.

His first wreck job at Arverne

was the Charles Dunlap, a four-

masted schooner, aground off Far

Rockaway Beach in July of '19.

Captain Meade happened to be

on liberty from the station on

that date.

The Arverne station was de-

commissioned about '2L The
building was partly destroyed by

fire during the "Great Arverne

Fire" of '22 that destroyed many
elaborate summer homes, the

fire going from oceanfront to bay

side before it was brought under

control.

Louis P. Pearsall

Oceanside
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qA Long Island

Schoolmaster

Peter L, Van Santvoord

Manhasset's First Schoolhouse.

PUBLIC EDUCATION is a

problem which has received

attention ever since the crea-

tion of Nev^ York State.

While the present state-wide

system of free, tax-supported
schools is less than a hundred
years old, the so-called com-
mon schools w^hich received

assistance from both state

and local governments were
founded on Long Island im-
mediately after the Revolu-
tion. Attendance was not com-
pulsory, and they were not
altogether free, since support
came partly in the form of

fees from parents whose
children attended.

Most of these common
school buildings were simple,

one-room structures, like the

surviving Manhassset Valley
School which dates from 1826
and is now a public museum.
The students had only a few
simple books, and the teach-

ers were often very young,
with little training. But it

must be remembered that

some of the greatest minds
which our country has ever
produced received their only

formal education in the com-
mon schools, and that the

teachers frequently included

men of real ability, and even
genius, like Walt Whitman.
Another able Long Island

s^choolteacher, also a poet, is

the subject of this article.

Henry Piatt Titus was born
October 2, 1823 near the

Wheatley cross roads, oldest

son of Edmund Titus and

Mary Burt. His father was a
farmer and long-time Justice
of the Peace, whose family
had lived in the neighborhood
since the 1600's. Henry grew
up in the rural, sparsely-set-

tled district of Queens (now
Nassau) County and probably
received his education in the
local schools where he was
later to teach. He had an ear-

ly opportunity to practice his

instructive abilities on four
younger brothers and sisters,

one of whom was later to be
officially placed under his

direction.

Henry was evidently a pre-

cocious child : the oldest docu-
ment found in connection
with him is a ledger of pen-
manship and arithmetic dat-

ing from the Spring and Sum-
mer of 1837, when he was
only 13 years old. He develop-

ed a beautiful handwriting,
and was no mean artist as
well, often ornamenting his

notebooks with spread eagles

and other designs. He also

developed a gift for writing
poetry.

The earliest Titus poem
which has survived is "For
the Town Meeting of 1842'^ -

eight stanzas of political dog-
gerel written when he was 18
and commenting on the Town
Election of that year. In
those days, Town officers

were elected at the annual
Town Meetings in the Spring
of the year, and the 1842
Meeting was held on April 5th
near the East Norwich cross

roads which the State High-
way Department is now work-
ing so hard to obliterate.

The chief contest was for

Town Supervisor, and a care-

ful comparison of the poem
with the meager official ac-

count in the Town Records
throws an interesting light on
the political situation of the
time. Mr. Titus's candidate,
Jacksonian Democrat Samuel
Youngs of Oyster Bay, was
re-elected Supervisor over the
Whig nominee Lawrence
Proudfoot of Mannetto Hill.

Loco-focoism, that strange,
radical ideology which oppos-
ed banknotes and all forms
of monopoly, appears to have
been active in the Township
at the time, and to have sup-
ported Mr. Youngs. From the
residences of the candidates,
it may be assumed that a
North Shore - South Shore
split was also a political fac-

tor in the campaign.
A few months later, Henry

Titus produced some untitled

verses, still rather crude. But
the next of the surviving
poems, written in June of

1843 and titled "Bright
Phebe," shows real ability.

It is proudly signed **Henry
Titus, Cedar Swamp."
By this time the 19-year-old

scholar was probably teach-

ing school in Wheatley. He
had evidently been examined
and certified as qualified by
the Oyster Bay Town Super-
intendent of Common Schools.

The oldest Check Roll that has
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survived dates from October
of 1843 through January of
1844, and shows some 25 stu-
dents at the school. School
District Number 28 evidently
included only the Wheatley
area, which was all farming
country and very lightly pop-
ulated.

It is believed the school-
house stood in a clump of
trees on the South side of the
present Wheatley Road, on
property later acquired by E.
D. Morgan. It was still in use
within the memory of some
living people, who can also
recall the old Layton family
cemetery a short distance be-
hind it. The schoolhouse was
a small, low, white-shingled
building, with a porch all al-

ong the front and a belfry
mounted on the simple gable
roof. Its one room was prob-
ably no more than 25 feet
square.

In those days, the school
year was twelve months long,
and by July of 1848 Mr. Titus
had secured a promotion and
was teaching in School Dis-
trict Number 12, which em-
braced the thriving commun-
ity of Jericho. The school-
house for that district is be-
lieved to have been located

near the intersection of Jer-
icho Turnpike and the road
to Hicksville.

This school had a much
larger attendance, the list

indicating more than 80 stu-
dents, including one married
woman. The record of days
attended varies from 128 for
the best student down to 3 for
one fellow with an unusually
high rate of absenteeism. But
some of the classes, no doubt
those of the most promising
students, had a high record of
attendance. There was one
class of 23 boys, studying un-
der Mr. Titus, all but 3 of
whom had a perfect record
for a period of three months.
Boys and girls probably at-
tended separately, or at least
sat on opposite sides in the
building, and the records for
them were even kept on dif-
ferent pages in the teacher's
book.

On September 10th, 1844,
the County Superintendent
visited the Jericho school, and
as such officials are prone to
do, he evidently discovered
something wrong with it.

Four days later Mr. Titus
noted that *'two of the trust-
ees were notified to meet upon
necessary business," adding
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laconically, "Neither appear-
ed/'

What was life like in these
one-room schoolhouses? We
tend to think of the wood-
burning stoves, slates and
slate pencils, quill pens, and
rows of benches, all very dif-
ferent from the educational
films and remedial reading
devices of our own time. But
human factors are the impor-
tant ones in the educational
process, and such things
change more slowly. An essay
written by Mr. Titus himself,
and entitled ''Life in a Dis-
trict School,'' focusses on
these aspects, and on the in-
cipient juvenile delinquents
committed to his charge

:

'*.
. . The many difficulties

that a teacher meets with are
not known, nor are they thou-
ght of, by a major part of the
inhabitants. The children
come to school (many of
them) dirty, ragged, and
seemingly very much neglect-
ed by their parents or guar-
dians, never questioned at
home about their studies nor
taught how they should be-
have at school. Our schools
must certainly remain in a
very wretched state until
parents take a greater inter-
est in the welfare of their pos-
terity. Many of the children
seem almost in a wild state,
run brawling, hooting &
shouting through the streets,
and some, I am positive, be-
have very rudely to their
parents, and they take not the
least trouble to correct them
.... If the parents are rude
and boisterous and given to
the using of petty slander, so
is their child. If the teacher
undertakes a correction, it is

not of much avail, since they
meet again with the same
rude language & behavior as
soon as they are again at their
homes."

He then addressed himself
directly to the parents, re- .

minding them of the Biblical
injunction, "Train up a child
in the way he should go &
when he is old he will not de-
part from it." He urged them
to "inculcate virtuous senti-
ments, reprove when necess-
ary, comfort when necessary,
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aid them in their studies,

strive to make them under-
stand the worth of education,
teach them how to behave
with respect to all, and above
all teach them to remember
their Creator." (In the 1840's

this advice from a teacher in

the public schools was per-

fectly legal and constitu-

tional.)

A man of such perception,

capable of giving such mod-
ern advice, might have been
destined to play a prominent
role in the field of education.

But Mr. Titus as his contem-
poraries would have said, did

not make old bones. He died

on June 17, 1845, aged 21

years and 8 months, and was
buried among his ancestors

in the Titus Burying Ground
in Wheatley, in what are now
perhaps symbolically, the

grounds of the Robin Hood
Country Day School.

His legacy was a few manu-
scripts of poems and a school-

master's desk, on which these

lines are being written. In an
old memorandum, a relative

noted down Mr. Titus's last

words: **I don't know that it

makes any difference. '* For a

man of promise who died so

young, who left no descen-

dants, and who enjoyed so

little of this world's goods,

such a fatalistic statement
mi2:ht almost be true. But the

most valuable legacy of any
Schoolmaster is the impres-
sion that he leaves on the

minds of his students, for in

this way his personality rea-

ches out to embrace them and
their descendants.

READ

THE

FORUM

Food for Thought

THE HORSE KNOWS THE WAY
by John O'Hara, Random House,

$5.95

SUMMERTIME RESIDENT of

Quogue, John O'Hara, has in re-

cent years, put forth several col-

lections of short stories and many
of them have had a Long Island

setting. However, but one tale in

THE HORSE KNOWS THE WAY
entitled BONFIRE, concerns Pau-

manok — the setting is the Dunes
of the south shore near an inlet.

The story is really an analysis of

the character of a recently wid-

owed woman. Her children are

very young but she is neither

young nor old. One night when
her slightly younger neighbors

have a beach party she decides to

join them after indecision.

She kicks off her shoes and

walks toward the bonfire, attract-

ed by its lovely light, by the lau-

ghter and gaiety, but then she

wonders just how welcome she

will be. Suddenly she changes her

mind.

"She turned and for a terrify-

ing second her eyes, so long foc-

used on the bonfire, looked into

blackness. She could not move.
Then she looked up at the sky

until she could see a star and then

there were no more stars and to

her left were the lights of the

cottages on the dunes. She ran

all the way home."

THE BONFIRE is a good story

as is THE LAWBREAKER, a

story of rum running or rather

of a rum runner. The setting is

Nantucket and Florida but it

might have well been Long Island

and Florida. There is much dial-

ogue and for the first time in

reading O'Hara we are reminded
of Hemingway — the laconic

tone of the Hemingway gangster

is echoed in bootlegger talk here.

The story is real. Mr. O'Hara
as usual has a fine ear for report-

ing. The bootlegger turns out to

be leading a futile sort of life

which is par for so many O'Hara
characters. We like his stories but

we do wish author O'Hara would
meet some nice people and write

about them but then it might be

hard for him.

THE SUFFOLK COUNTY HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETY has publish-

ed a thin pamphlet "the Old Court

House and Jail At Riverhead" by
F. J. McCauley. The text is brief.

The illustrations consist of an

early eighteenth century scene of

Riverhead, a drawing of the

Court House weathervane and an

early survey.

For outstanding places to dine

—see the back page of the Forum
every month.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
(Rates: 10c per word, minimum
20 words or $2. Additional con-
secutive insertions, same copy, 5c

per word. Copy must be received
with cash or check by 10th. of

month preceding following issue.

Charges accepted from subscrib-

ers but 15c billing charge will be
made.)

WANTED: old carriage letter-

heads, billheads, broadsides, for

information about L. L Carriage
makers, Jane des Grange, Suffolk
Museum, Stony Brook, L. I.

WANTED TO BU^. Anything per-
taming to Long Island history.
Books, documents, letters, pic-
tures, paintings, phamphlets, post-
ers. Early local telephone direc-
tories, map and L. I. newspapers.
Geneological material on early
L. 1., families. L.I.R.R., material.
Old catalogs of L. I. establish-
ments, etc. Long Island Trading
Co., Inc. Route 25A, Stony Brook,
N. Y. Telephone: Area Code, 516.
751-0117. tf-2

DESCRIPTION of private and
family cemeteries in the Borough
of Queens, compiled by the Topo-
graphical Bureau and edited by
A. H. Meigs. 1932. $2.00 per copy.

Apply: Queens Borough Public

Library. Long Island Collection.

89-14 Parsons Blvd., Jamaica 32,

N. Y.

WANTED: Old decoys; duck,
goose or shore bird. P. W. Bige-
low, 7 Thorn Hedge Road, Bell-

port, N. Y. It

FOR SALE — "The Long Island

Railroad, Part II, by Vincent Sey-
tried. Price $5.00 postpaid. Char-
les J. McDermott. Box 1267,

Westhampton Beach, N. Y.

PLACE NAMES in the Town of

Smithtown, compiled from the
Richard H. Handley Collection of

Long Island Americana by Rufus
B. Langhans, The Smithtown
Library, Smithtown, New York.
Price $1.00.

FOR SALE, The History of Smith-
town by John Lawrence Smith.
Published by the Smithtown
Historical Society. Reprinted
from MunseU^s History of Suffolk

County, 1882 $5.14 postpaid, P.

O. Box 69, Smithtown, N. Y. Also
available at the Little Gift Shop,
Landing Avenue, Smithtown.

GUKS
WANTED — for my collection.

Old guns, pistols, powder horns,

bullet moulds, swords or cannon
barrels. Indian arrow heads. Li-

censed dealer for modem gims
and ammunition. RICHARD G.

HENDRICKSON, Lumber Lane,
Bridgehampton, N. Y. Telephone
BRidgehampton 2-0893. tf-2

L. I. FORUM back copies are just

40 cents each. Most issues are
available, although very few com-
plete years remain. If you need
single copies to fill out past years,

or just wish a few past copies to

enjoy, drop us a line. Bound vol-

umes of past years are $10.80,

when we can supply them. L. I.

Forum, Box 215, West Islip, N. Y.

GRUMMAN AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING
CORPORATION

AS PART OF LONG ISLAND'S HISTORY:

More Than 25,000 Aircraft.

IN LONG ISLAND'S FUTURE:
SPACE VEHICLES, MILITARY AND

COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT.

Headquarters Al: Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y,

THE SMITHTOWN NEWS for

many years has featured Long
Island History in its columns.
'*News of Long Ago/* by Virginia
Eckels Malone. Write for sample
copy. Box 515, Smithtown, N. Y.

FOR ALL THE NEWS of Eastern
Long Island read the NEWS-
REVIEW. Subscribe Today P. O.
Box 720, Riverhead, N. Y.

STILL AVAILABLE — a few
copies of Miss Frances Irvin's

"Oyster Bay in History." Price,

$15. Oyster Bay Historical Society,

Oyster Bay, N. Y.

COMPLETE NEWS of Sayville
and vicinity and provocative com-
ment is found in The Suffolk
County News, national and state
award - winning newspaper. 23
Candee Avenue, Sayville. SAy-
ville 4-6200. a

"LONG ISLAND WHALERS" by
Paul Bailey, pamphlet, illustrated.

For sale at $1.00. Write Mrs. Paul
Bailey, Box 805, Amityville, N. Y.

FOR ALL the News of Hunting-
ton Township subscribe to the
Long Islander, New York State*s

leading weekly newspaper. 313
Main Street, Huntington, L. I.

Hamilton 7-4000. tf

BOOK HUNTING? Any book
located. All authors, all subjects.

Fiction, nonfiction. No obligation.

Ardent Bookfinders. Dept. LF,19
Salem, Cos Cob, Conn. 4-65

PICTORIAL HISTORY of the
Moriches by August Stout, Jr. By
mail $3.00. Write P. O. Box 1241,

Center Moriches, New York, 11934

"ECHOES OFBELMONT PARK,"
fascinating account of Long Is-

land's famous race track. $1.00
postpaid. Richard Winsche, 95-02

239th St., Bellrose, N. Y. - t6

WANTED: Diaries, manuscripts,
letter accumulations. Books on the
West, Indians, travel, slavery,

Mormons, almanacs, town his-

tories, atlases of maps. Will pay
$20 for Griffins Journal. 1857.

John Edwards, 19 Salem, Cos Cob,
Conn. 4-65
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^he Olive branch
WHY "THE Olive Branch",
and what has it to do with
Long Island? As the first

question will take longer to
answer, I will explain the
second one first.

William Floyd of Mastic,
was one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence.
He signed an earlier paper,
called "The Olive Branch'^
also.

Now about The Olive Bran-
ch. This was a petition to
King George III of England
from the Second Continental
Congress, stating the griev-
ances of the colonies. Since
the king was violently oppos-
ed to dealing with the colonies
as a united group, forty-six
of the congressional delegates
signed the paper as individu-
als. Twenty-five of these for-

ty-six congressmen also sign-
ed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence a year later.

Richard Penn, descendent
of William Penn, a staunch
Loyalist became the mes-
senger, but when he reached
London on August 14, 1755,
the King refused to see him,
or to receive the petition
through any other channel.
To insure its safe arrival, *'A

petition was sent ... by Mr.
Richard Penn in one ship and
a duplicate goes in another
Ship this day". In those days
it was often necessary to pre-
pare more than one copy of an
important document, for-

warding the duplicate or tri-

plicate by different carriers
to avoid loss at sea or in war.

One signed copy was pre-
served in the Public Record
Office, Chancery Lane, Lon-
don. Another was discovered
at Milton, near Peterborough,
in England, and was offered

for sale on January 28, 1932,
by the American Art Associa-
tion Anderson Galleries, Inc.,

in New York. It w^as sold for

$53,000 to one Gabriel Wells.

I have a booklet which was
printed to advertise the sale,

describing the petition. The
facts are so interesting that

Kate W. Strong

I have copied some of them.
An exact reproduction of the
petition itself is included in

the booklet, but it is too long
to include here.

"The Olive Branch Peti-
tion . .Manuscript Document,
seven pages, folio, undated,
but July 8, 1775, signed by
John Hancock and forty-five
other members of the Second
Continental Congress. To the
King's Most Excellent Maj-
esty.

'The First Continental
Congress met in 1774, and
adopted a petition to the
King, wherein it blamed all

the trouble on the ministers of
George III, and begged His
Majesty to call them off be-
fore it was too late. The King
gave little heed - and the re-

sult was seen at Lexington on
the 19th of April, 1775. The
Second Continental Congress
met at Philadelphia on May
10, 1775, and adopted a *De-
claration of the Causes of
Taking up Arms', which it

addressed to the people of
Great Britain. Yet the colon-
ies were not ripe for indepen-

dence. . . . Therefore the Sec-
ond Continental Congress
drew up a second petition to
the King, again requesting
him to call off his minions. It

is this document to which
history has given the name
'Olive Branch'.

".
. . This is practically the

last oflficial effort of the Unit-
ed Colonies to head off the
American Revolution. Lexing-
ton, Concord and Bunker Hill

had already been fought. The
Second Continental Congress
had assembled in Philadelphia
to decide what should be done
next. On June 10, 1775, John
Adams of Massachusetts, de-
legate to Congress, wrote his
friend Moses Gill in Cam-
bridge: 1 find the general
sense abroad is, to prepare
for a vigorous defensive war,
but at the same time to keep
open the door of reconcillia-

tion to hold the sword in one
hand and the olive branch in
the other . . . .

'

*'Such a paper has far more
significance than its impor-
tance in the history of the
United States. The supreme
problem of politics for a
thousand years has been how

The Old Floyd House At Mastic.
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to mediate between the claim
of complete independence and
the obvious fact that no na-
tion can live unto itself alone.

The lack of a political formula
which will allow a nation
political autonomy, yet pre-
vent it from hurting its neigh-
bors, underlies most of the
wars of modern times ... It

is becoming increasingly diffi-

cult to draw any line between
dependence and independence.

**Now, among the most
effective thinkers who saw
that problem as a problem
were our Revolutionary ances-
tors. They did not want to
break up the British Empire.
They wanted political and
economic autonomy within
the British Empire. Lord

BAYSIDE FEDERAL SAVINGS
and Loan Association
Fom^ Offices For Your Convenience

Bayside • Glen Oaks • Windsor Park • Bay Terrace
BA 9-2700 FI 7-7800 HO 8-7800 FA 1-2900

Highesl Dividends Consistent
With Safety

Compounded Quarterly
MEMBEH:

Federal Home Loan Bank System
Federal Savings & Lioan Insurance Corp.

WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON
President

JOHN E. NICHOLSON
Vice President

Nicholson & Galloway
Established 1849

Roofing and Waterproofing
Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public butldinffs* ete.

101 PARK AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

New York City Brookville, L. I.

MU 5-6677-6678 ORioIe 1-3900

INTEREST

PAID QUARTERLY
*Savings on deposit 1 year or more.

FOR ALL YOUR
BANKING NEEDS

For friendly financial help, ad-

vice about loans, or simply

opening a Checking or Savings

account, you can rely on First

National for fast, helpful and per-

sonalized assistance.

Tiber Fpderal Deposit Insurance Corporation

FIRST MTIOML BANK
BAYSHORE • NO. BAYSHORE • BRENTWOOD • DEERPARK

"AH i Offices have Eh-ctronic Hookkccpiufi on premises."

Chatham spoke better than he
knew, when he said that in

ability and sagacity the Con-
gress at Philadelphia was the
equal of any similar assembly
in history. These Americans
were boldly attacking the su-
preme problem of politics and
in their many writings they
made a contribution to the
subject, the significance of
which we are only just begin-
ning to appreciate. The *01ive
Branch' was the last effort of
those who said, as they had
said before, that what they
wanted for America was
dominion self government.
Because they could not make
the King of England under-
stand that they would be loyal
to him but wanted no truck
with his Parliament, they cut
the Gordian knot, and finally

declared independence. But
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was a confession of
failure - failure to solve the
great problem of politics.

Therefore this 'Olive Branch'
may be presented as a doc-
ument of equal, if not greater,
historical importance than
the great Declaration of a
year later.*'

VIRGINIA
DELVES
WINES & LIQUORS

Lie. L-1382

156 Broadway
Amityville, N. Y.

WE DELIVER

Phone AM 40033
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Five ways to warm up

the cold spots this winter.

.

Auxiliary Electric Heat warms the corners and rooms your

ordinary heating skips. For instance: radiant heating panels

^^ make cool tile bathrooms cozy. A portable ^^ unit

makes an extra room of enclosed porches. Recessed heat-

ing ^) brings adjustable warmth to the nursery or work-

shop. And baseboard sections ^J go naturally in the

basement or added rooms. They're all electric... all thermo-

stat controlled ... all easy to install. For complete details see

your LILCO Registered Electrical Contractor. ^^ He'll ar-

range for a free ^^^fKlfSBSWSf^ survey when he shows

the units you can use at home.

"

LONG ISLAND LIGHTING

AMiNveaTOR-awNea, r/uip*riHO compmit
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TRIANGLE CLEANERS
"Finest Cleaning Anywhere"

Fur Storace - Shirt Launderinr
All on Premises

B'way at Avon PI. , Amityville^ N. Y.

GIL CLARK'S
Maple Avenue Fish Hou»e

Will Reopen

Tuesday, March 2, 1965

Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore

MarffAret E. Clark QUbert M. Clark

Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1&51

For the Sea Food
Connoisseur Il's

SNAPPER
INN

on Connetquot River
OAKDALE

Phone LT 9-0248

CLOSED MONDAYS

RELAX AND DINE
In Historical Surroundings

The North Shore's

Beautiful and Scenic

THREE VILLAGE INN
Overnighl Accommodations

Private Parlies — Cocktails

Open Every Day

Reservations Advised

Phone STony Brook 7-0555

STERN'S
Pickle Products, Inc.

Farmingdale, N. ¥•

CHapel 9-0248

Complete Line of Condiments for the
Hotel and Restaurant Trade

Prompt Deliveries. Quality Since 1890

Factory Conveniently Located at

Farminrdale

Readers' Forum

Founded In 1815

The Devil Take the Hindmost
article in the October issue lists

a Congregational Church in Cen-
tereach and gives the founding
date as 1817. The church is The
New Village Congregational
Church and was founded in 1815

but built in 1818. The community
in which it was built is Lake
Grove.

The reason for my interest in

this particular church is that my
grandfather, the Rev. Charles
Elmer Furman, preached there.

He stayed with that church ap-

proximately 26 years.

Mrs. Eleanor (Furman) Davis
Westhampton.

Writing in the May 1948
FORUM, Thomas R. Bayles refer-

red to the church as "The Con-
gregational Church of New Village
(Cenlereach)." He named 23

ministers, from Jacob Corwin to

Charles E, Furman and gave
various dates and milestones in

the history of the church.

"A meeting house was first

erected in 1818 on a half-acre plot

donated by Deacon Jeremiah
Wheeler. This building . . . was
first utilized jointly by Congrega-
tionalists, Presbyterians and Bap-
tists, but after a few years the
Presbyterians transferred to the
more ancient Setauket Church
and the Baptists moved away . . .

In 1858 several of its members
withdrew to form a church at

Farmingville."

Mr. Bayles also told that a

"parsonage was erected in 1881
on a lot donated by Otis Holmes
and in 1927 a bell was donated by
George Gould. A parish hall was
erected the same year."

Telephone
IVanhOE 1-8290-7909

LESTER MALM
LAND SURVEYOR

FORMERLY REILLY & MALM
447 HEMPSTEAD AVENUE
WEST HEMPSTEAD. N. Y.

RESTAURANT
WILL REOPEN
EARLY IN MARCH

122 Ocean Avenue
Bay Shore, N. Y.

MO 5-3677

CAKL ABENDROTH, Prop.

"Willie and Herman's"

La Grange
Montauk Highway East of Babylon

Luncheons - Dinners

Large New Banquet Hall

Tel, MOhawk 9-9800

On The North Shore It's The

CHINA ISLAND
COCKTAIL LOUNGE
Air Conditioned

Serving Exotic Chinese Food

Open Daily Orders to take out

FOrest 8-3990

JERICHO TURNPIKE
at

Commack Shopping Center
Member Diner's Club and

American Express

MORTGAGE
ALL SAVINGS

LOANS OTHER ACCOUNTS

EST. 1872

Mutual Savings Bank Services

SAVE-BY-MAIL MEMBER F.D.I.C.

College Point Savings Bank
COLLEGE POINT OFFICE — CORNJfiR 122nd STREET & 14th AVENUE

BAYSIDE OFFICE — 211 - U NORTHERN BOULEVARD
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